BtJRMESE FLORA
the eastern Himalayas and Malabar, we find a flora closely akin to the flora of those regions, but including many links with China. Orchids are exceedingly numerous : there are over 700 species. Other characteristics are the abundance of the Laurinea, of palms, and of bamboos. Some distance up the valley of the Irrawaddy there is a zone in which the rainfall diminishes to 32 inches, owing to the intercepting effect of mountains between the river and the sea, and there is accordingly a patch of deciduous forest in the midst of a vast expanse of evergreen vegetation. The khctir grows here abundantly, and the production of catechu is of importance. The most notable forest tree of the Irrawaddy valley is the teak,1 which attains fine proportions. The exports of teak from Rangoon are worth over a million pounds annually. They represent the only considerable business in timber which India transacts with foreign countries. The mountain vegetation is tropical up to a height of 3,000 feet: at this altitude its character changes ; pines2 appear, and oaks, with an undergrowth of bracken, give quite an English appearance to the landscape. At 5,000 feet the country may open out into undulating grassy downs, with groves and coppices, in which the tree branches are covered with ferns, and studded with brilliant orchids. The Khasi hills in Assam offer a charming illustration of this type of scenery: it is repeated in the Shan hills, between the Irrawaddy and the Salween, 500 miles to the south. Between Burma and Assam, the hillsides have commonly been usurped by bamboos which, springing up after forest fires, have choked all other vegetation. In this locality, and eastwards towards the Chinese frontier, is the home of the tea-tree from which the cultivated plants of Assam, Ceylon and Java are derived. It attains a quite considerable size, and frequently grows gregariously in patches. 1 Tectona grandis and T. Hatniltonii.           * Finns hhasya.
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